
From the Soul and Spirit of Our 
Ancestors 
Hafa Adai distinguished members of the United Nations Special Political and 
Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee) and Chairman, H.E. Mr. Jorge Arguello,


Ginen y anti y espiritu yan y man fotna na taotao Guahan na hu presenta este na 
testimonu, yan u fan libre y taotao pagu. It is from the soul and the spirit of our 
ancestors that I present this testimony today for the liberation of the people today.


I am Vicente Lino Cabrera Pangelinan, a seven term Senator in the Guam Legislature 
here today to present my position as an elected representative of the people of Guam 
on the question of Guam before this body.


It is not only the right of the native inhabitants that this body is chartered with 
advancing, it is the protection of that right in an environment that allows for it to 
exercise in its purest form. The development of the island and the recent decisions by 
our administering authority dilutes our right to self-determination every single day that 
we are denied this right.


Our desire is clear and our policy reflected in the laws that we have enacted. I come 
before this body to petition for action and support from this body.


This year, my office re-vitalized the registration of our native inhabitants and their 
descendants to identify those in our homeland that are vested with this most basic of 
human rights, the right to self-determination. I will be seeking additional financial 
resources to accelerate this registration and will again petition our administrating 
authority to provide us with the financial and technical resources to advance this 
process to its ultimate conclusion; the conducting of a plebiscite and the vote by the 
people.


I request that this body lay before the representatives of our administrating authority to 
this most august body this petition and apply all its resources to move our 
administrating authority to comply with our request. We should not be made to wait for 
another day, for another day we do not have. Their actions and expansion of their 
military presence, the most massive military undertaking in the movement of military 
personnel since World War Two (these are their words) is making sure that if and when 
that day comes, it will not be a day that belongs to the colonized people of Guahan.


Our inalienable right to self-determination, as affirmed by General Resolutions 1514 
and 1541, and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples must be enforced 
by this body. We have sustained its ever threatening existence by actions of our 
administrating authority and we come before you to attest to this.
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The Fourth Committee must immediately enact the process of decolonization for 
Guåhan, home to a colonized people, the Chamorros. This process must include a fully 
funded and far-reaching education campaign informing all Chamorus from Guåhan of 
our right to self-determination and decolonization options.


I thank you again for the opportunity to present this most urgent petition in my capacity 
as an elected representative of the people of Guam


– Sinangan Si Senadot Vicente Lino Cabrera Pangelinan 
Liheslaturan Guåhan 

-Testified at the UN by Ailene Quan
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