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AN EASY WAY TO REMEMBER TIME
PERIODS IN
GUAM’S PREHISTORY AND HISTORY

Period Dates Length
Prehistoric or Pre-Contact |By at least 1500 BC to AD 1521 |More than 3,000 years
Spanish 1521-1898 More than 300 years
First American 1898-1941
World War |l or Japanese |[1941-1944 Less than 3 years
Second American | 944-present




TIMELINE OF THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD

Guam and the Northern Marianas Prehistoric Period

Pre-Latte Phase Latte Phase
PREHISTORIC PERIOD

Transitional Phase Latte Phase
(AD 350-950) (AD 950-1521)

Early Pre-Latte Phase - Intermediate Pre-Latte Phase
(1550-550 BC) (550 BC-AD 350)




TIMELINES OF THE HISTORIC PERIOD
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American Period

Spanish Period German Period Japanese Period
(1944-present)

(1521-1899) (1899-1914) (1914-1944)

g 3 g

"S00
! 2000

HISTORIC PERIOD

Second American Period

Spanish Period First American Period Japanese Period
(1944-present)

(1521-1898) (1898-1941) (1941-1944)




ADZES

* Adzes are woodworking tools. We don’t
find the shafts, but we find the blades.

* Most adze blades were made of hima, the
giant clam, Tridacna.

e Some adzes were made of Terebra or
Lambis shells.



Typical Tridacna
adze blade




TEREBRA ADZES




LAMBIS ADZE

(blade end to right)




LAMBIS PROJECTION TOOL




FISHING GEAR

* Fishhooks were made of shell and bone.
* Gorges are two-pronged hooks.

* The fishing line and nets were made of
plant materials that do not last.

* Other types of fishing gear include
sinkers, harpoons, and chumming
devices.



J-SHAPED FISHHOOKS MADE OF
ISOGNOMON SHELL
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V-SHAPED GORGES MADE OF
ISOGNOMON SHELL




Points of composite
fishhooks

e a,b, and c are made
of bone.

 dis made of shell.




Human bone point of
composite fishhook

} 4cm |




HARPOON OR SPEAR POINTS
MADE OF HUMAN BONE




THE POIO OR FISHING STONE
USED TO FISH FOR ACHUMAN




ITEMS OF ADORNMENT

* |tems of adornment, such as beads and
bracelets, were probably indicators of status or

wealth.

e Both men and women wore beads and
bracelets, but more women than men did.

* There was a change in the preferred shell during
the Prehistoric Period from cone shell to

Spondylus.



TYPE | CONUS BEADS

(PRE-LATTE)




TYPE 2 CONUS BEADS

(PRE-LATTE)




TYPE 3 CONUS BEADS

(PRE-LATTE)
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CYPRAEA BEADS

(PRE-LATTE)




SHELL BRACELETS

(PRE-LATTE)




SPONDYLUS BEADS
(LATTE OR PROTOHISTORIC)




TYPE 4 CONUS BEADS

(LATTE)
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